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which is currently used as the offices of the Goethe Institute.
Until 1939 the Embassy of the German Reich was located in the
Thunovska Street 18.

% The Lobkowicz Palace

The Lobkowicz Palace is one of the grandest and most impressive
Baroque palaces in Prague. It was built by the Master of the Court

<<

1989

The Lobkowicz Palace played an important role in recent German
history, thanks to the events of summer and autumn 1989. East
German citizens, hoping to emigrate to the West, sought sanctuary
at the Embassy. Initially they were able to camp down in the attic,
but as their numbers grew rapidly, they were allowed to stay in
the offices and reception rooms of the palace. In the end tents had
to be put up in the garden. By the end of September there were
about 4,000 East German citizens on the Embassy premises. On 30
September 1989, the West German Foreign Minister, Hans-Dietrich
Genscher, announced that he had managed to negotiate permission
for them to leave for the West. He made the announcement from
the balcony on the first floor, with what is probably the most
famous unfinished sentence in modern German history: “We have
come here to inform you that today you will be allowed...” The
rest was drowned in jubilant cheers. A plaque on the balcony
commemorates this event. The fact that East German citizens were
allowed to leave for the West then and on two other occasions at
the end of October and beginning of November cleared the way
for the fall of the Berlin Wall on 9 November 1989.

Velvyslanectvi NDR sidlilo do roku 1990 v budové na Masarykové
nabfezi, dnednim sidle Goethe-Institutu. Do roku 1939 bylo vysla-
nectvi Némecké fiSe v Thunovské ulici €. 18.

Rok 1989

Lobkovicky paldc je zndmy a dilezity pro némecké déjiny diky
udalostem z 1éta a podzimu roku 1989. Tehdy zde nalezli dtocisté
obc¢ané NDR, ktefi chtéli vycestovat na Zapad. Behem tydn jejich
pocet rychle nartstal. Nejprve byli ubytovani na ptdé, pak byly
dény k dispozici kanceldie a reprezentacni prostory a nakonec
byly na zahradé postaveny stany. Koncem zafi pobyvaly na izemi
velvyslanectvi asi 4 tisice ob¢ant NDR. 30. zati 1989 jim mohl
tehdejsi spolkovy ministr zahranici Hans-Dietrich Genscher ozndmit,
Ze mohou vycestovat na Zdpad. Jeho slavnou, nedokoncenou vétu
,Prisli jsme za vami, abychom vam sdélili, Ze dnes budete moci...”,
jejiz konec zanikl v jasotu uprchlikd, ptfipomind pamétni tabule
na balkoné v prvnim patie. Tento vyjezd uprchliki z NDR a dva
nasledujici zacdtkem fijna a zacatkem listopadu pfipravily cestu
k padu Berlinské zdi 9. listopadu.

The palace around 1740. Engraving by M. Engelbrecht.
Palédc okolo 1740. Médiryt M. Engelbrechta.

Painted rooms.
Freskové saly.
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Plaque commemorating the events of 30 September 1989, balcony.

Pamétni tabule na 30. zari 1989, balkon.

Tirdz/Imprint:

Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany
Velvyslanectvi Spolkové republiky Némecko
Vlasska 19

118 01 Praha 1

Tel.: (+420) 257 113 111
E-Mail: info@prag.diplo.de

Twitter: @velvyslanec_SRN .
more/vice

prag.diplo.de

Mint Count Karel Ptehotovsky of Kvasejovice, who probably
commissioned the architect Giovanni Battista Alliprandi (1655-
1720). The palace was built between 1703 and 1707 on the site
of the house “At the Three Musketeers” and the former brewery
of the Strahov Monastery. Count Piehofovsky overstretched his
resources and was forced to sell the palace in 1713. After changing
hands several times, in 1753 the palace ended up in the hands of
the Lobkowicz family as a dowry. For the next 175 years it was
the main Prague seat of the Hofin-Mélnik branch of the family,
founded in 1753. After a fire, the family employed the architect
Ignaz Palliardi (1737-1824) to add the top floor. The palace has
looked much the same ever since.

In 1927 the Lobkowicz family sold the palace to the Czechoslovak
state, but without the furnishings. Most of today’s furnishings come
from the collections of the German Foreign Ministry in Berlin.
In the years just after it was sold, the palace was used for the
offices and libraries of the Masaryk Workers' Academy, the State
Archeological Institute, the State Monument Preservation Office
and the Slavonic Institute. In summer 1945 a political university
was opened here, in 1949 the palace served for one year as the
Chinese Embassy. Up to the end of the 1960s it was used by the
Institute for Politics and Science, and then as an administrative
building for the Diplomatic Service Agency of the Czechoslovak
Foreign Ministry.

Ever since diplomatic relations were re-established between the
Federal Republic of Germany and Czechoslovakia in 1974, the
building has housed the Federal Republic’s Embassy in Prague.
Some 75 people work at the Embassy, around half of whom are
Czechs - some have been working there for many years. The German
diplomatic staff tend to stay for just three to five years.

Until 1990 the Embassy of the German Democratic Republic (East
Germany) was housed in a building on the Masaryk Embankment,

& Lobkovicky palac

Lobkovicky paldc patii k nejptisobivéjsim a nejkrdsnéjsim baroknim
palactim v Praze. Jeho vystavbou povéfil tehdejsi dvorni mincmistr
hrabé Karel Pfehofovsky z Kvasejovic pravdépodobné veronského
architekta Giovanna Batistu Alliprandiho (1655-1720). Paldc
vznikl mezi rokem 1703 a 1707 na misté domu , U tii musketyra*
a byvalého pivovaru Strahovského kléstera. Hrabé Prehofovsky se
vSak ndkladnou stavbou finanéné vycerpal, takze musel byt jeho
majetek v roce 1713 vydrazen. Po nékolikeré zméné vlastnika se
palédc dostal roku 1753 jako véno do vlastnictvi rodiny Lobkovicti.
Dalsich 175 let byl paldc prazskym sidlem hofinsko-mélnické
vétve rodiny Lobkovict. Po poZaru povéfila rodina v roce 1769
architekta Ignace Palliardiho (1737-1824) pfistavbou horniho
patra, ¢imz palac ziskal svoji dne$ni podobu.

V roce 1927 prodala rodina Lobkovict paldc ¢eskoslovenskému
statu, ale bez mobiliafe. Dnedni zafizeni pochazi z velké cdsti
z inventéie Spolkového ministerstva zahrani¢i v Berliné. V nasle-
dujicich letech vyuzivaly paldc pro své kanceldie a knihovny
Masarykova délnickd akademie, Archeologicky dstav, Pamatkovy
urad a Slovansky ustav. V 1été roku 1945 zde zahdjila svou ¢innost
Vysokaé Skola politickd, od roku 1949 sidlilo v palaci nékolik let
¢inské velvyslanectvi. Ndsledné slouzila budova do konce Sedesé-
tych let Institutu pro politiku a hospodéistvi, potom jako spravni
budova Spravy sluzeb diplomatickému sboru ¢eskoslovenského
ministerstva zahrani¢nich véci.

0d znovunavazani diplomatickych vztaht mezi Ceskoslovenskem
a Spolkovou republikou Némecko v roce 1974 je budova sidlem
Velvyslanectvi Spolkové republiky Némecko v Praze. Velvyslanectvi
mé asi 75 pracovnikfl asi polovina zaméstnancﬁ jsou Cesi, z nichi
ministerstva zahrani¢i v Berlme zustavajl v Praze zpravidla tfi
roky az pét let.
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% A Tour of the Palace

The Main Entranceway is adorned with a fresco called “Time Rules
over Life”, which, along with the “Fall of Icarus” on the garden side
of the entrance, is thought to be the work of Johann Jakob Stevens
von Steinfels (1651-1730). The plasterwork here, as elsewhere in
the palace, is by Tommaso Soldati (1665-1743).

The Main Staircase is the first major Baroque staircase in Prague
to follow the Viennese model. Photographs lining the staircase are
a reminder of the dramatic events of 1989 and the big “L” on the
candelabras on the balustrade goes back to the time when the palace
belonged to the Lobkowicz family. An illuminated panel shows the
palace during a light installation prepared by Philipp Geist in autumn
2014. The ceiling fresco above the staircase depicts an allegory of
war and peace. It was created probably in 1713, when the palace
belonged to the Liebstein von Kolowrat (Kolovrat-Libstejnsky) family.

The first of the reception rooms on the first floor is adorned with a
ceiling fresco “Banquet of the Muses” by an anonymous artist. It is
thought that this was once used as a dining room. The four paintings
in this room are on loan from the German Embassy in Paris.

If you continue straight ahead, you enter the so-called Stove Salon,
dominated by a tile stove that probably goes back to when the palace
was first built. Same as the stove in the adjacent Gobelin Salon, it
was loaded from a small room located between the two salons. The
paintings in the Stove Salon are on loan from the Bavarian State
Painting Collections. Their dates and artists are unknown.

In the north-eastern corner of the palace we enter the Small Breakfast
Room, which connects to the Dining Room. The paintings “Pheasant
Shooting” and “Partridge Shooting” by Philipp Ferdinand Hamilton
(1664-1750) are on loan from the Bavarian State Painting Collections.

Next to the Stove Salon is the Gobelin Salon, which owes its name
to the Gobelin tapestries hanging here. The tapestry “Queen with
Entourage” was probably woven at the end of the 16th century in
Brussels, the tapestry “Courtship” is thought to come from Flanders

& Prohlidka palace

Vstupni vestibul zdobi freska s namétem ,Pomijivost®, kterd je
stejné jako freska ,Ikartv pad® v zahradnim vestibulu pfipisovéna
Janu Jakubu Steinfelsovi (1651-1730). Stukova vyzdoba zde i jinde
v palaci je dilem Tommasa Soldatiho (1665-1743).

Hlavni schodi$té je prvnim reprezentativnim baroknim schodistém
podle videniského vzoru v Praze. Fotografie, lemujici schodisté,
pfipominaji dramatické uddlosti roku 1989, velké ,L“ na kande-
labrech na zébradli zase ¢asy, kdy byl palac ve vlastnictvi rodiny
Lobkovicu. Svételnd tabule ukazuje svételnou instalaci paldce, jak
jej v roce 2014 nasvitil Philipp Geist. Freska zdobic{ strop schodi-
Sté alegoricky znazornuje valku a mir. Vznikla pravdépodobné po
roce 1713, kdy paléc vlastnila rodina Kolowratu-LibStejnskych.

V prvnim pfijimacim salonu v prvnim patie se nachdzi nastropni
freska ,Hostina mdz® od nezndmého autora. Sal slouzil diive prav-
dépodobné jako jidelna. Ctyti malby v této mistnosti jsou zdptjckou
némeckého velvyslanectvi v Pafizi.

Pfimo se pak vchazi do mistnosti s kachlovymi kamny, jiz domi-
nuji pusobiva kachlovéd kamna, pochdzejici pravdépodobné z doby
vzniku paléce. Zatapélo se v nich stejné jako v kamnech sousedniho
gobelinového pokoje z komory mezi obéma mistnostmi. Obrazy
v mistnosti s kachlovymi kamny jsou zdpujcky Bavorskych stétnich
sbirek. Autofi obrazu jsou nezndmi stejné jako doba jejich vzniku.

V severovychodnim rohu palace je mald jidelna. Na ni navazuje velka
jidelna. Obrazy Lov bazantt a Lov koroptvi od Philippa Ferdinanda
Hamiltona (1664-1750) jsou zaptjcky Bavorské statni galerie.

Vedle krbové mistnosti je gobelinovy pokoj, ktery vdéci za své
dne$ni jméno nasténnym gobelintim. Gobelin ,Krdlovna s dopro-
vodem® vznikl pravdépodobné koncem 16. stoleti v Bruselu,
gobelin ,Namluvy“ pravdépodobné v prvni poloviné 17. stoleti
ve Flandrech. Oba gobeliny pochézeji z inventafe Spolkového
ministerstva zahrani¢i.

and is probably from the first half of the 17th century. Both are the
property of the Foreign Ministry in Berlin.

The most important room on the first floor is the central Domed
Hall, which extends over two floors, its ceiling reaching as high as
13.5 meters. One feature that will not be found anywhere else in
Prague is the series of 16 statues of Hermes, which appear to be
carrying the ceiling. The niches above the doors feature depictions
of the Labours of Heracles, and the room was originally called the
Heracles Hall after them. Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827) and
Carl Maria von Weber (1786-1826), who were supported by the
Lobkowicz family, are said to have given concerts here. The Domed
Hall still houses concerts, as well as conferences and receptions. The
balcony doors lead onto the so-called “Genscher-Balcony”, where
Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrich Genscher addressed East Germans
fleeing via the Embassy on 30th September 1989.

The four Painted Rooms in the ground floor date from between 1708
and 1712 and are probably the work of Johann Jakob Stevens von
Steinfels (1651-1730). The main room is painted with landscapes in
the Chinese style fashionable at the time. In the two vaulted smaller
rooms on each side, the frescos feature views into the garden and
“statues”, such as Jupiter above the fireplace. The smallest room
features blue-and-white portraits and landscapes in little cartouches,
and the collection of Japanese vases is also well worth looking at.

The offices of the Embassy staff are on the mezzanine floor, also in
the left wing and on the second floor, which houses the Ambassador’s
private apartment. The basement of the right wing, accessible from
the service yard, used to house stabling for up to 40 horses.

The Garden

Originally the garden and the palace were planned as one. The open
entranceway to the palace led into a grand terraced garden with water
pools. Towards the end of the 18th century, the French style Baroque
garden was transformed into an English park. The garden, continuing
up Petfin Hill, was one of the finest in Prague and became a popular
attraction when it was opened to the public in the 19th century. To

Centrem prvniho patra a srdcem paléce je slavnostni kupolovy sal
rozprostirajici se svou vy$kou 13,5 m pies dvé patra. V prazském
prostfedi zcela ojedinély je pés Sestnécti hermovek, které jako
by nesly strop. Nad dveimi jsou v medailonech reliéfni scény
Heraklovych zépast, sal se také proto diive nazyval Herakliv
sal. Zde méli koncertovat Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827)
a Carl Maria von Weber (1786-1826), k jejichz mecend$im rodina
Lobkovict patfila. Dnes se zde poradaji koncerty, diskuse, pred-
nasky, konference a recepce. Balkénové dvefe zde vedou pfimo
na tzv. ,Genschertav balkon® s pamétni deskou, pfipominajici
30. zari 1989.

Ctyti freskové sély v pfizemi vznikly v letech 1708 az 1712
a jsou pravdépodobné dilem Jana Jakuba Steinfelse (1651-1730).
Hlavni sdl zdobi krajiny v tehdy médnim ¢inském stylu. V obou
postrannich mistnostech s klenbou zdobi stény zahradni vyhledy,
ale také ,sochy*, jako je napf. Jupiterova socha nad krbem. V nej-
mensi mistnosti jsou pozoruhodné, v malych kartusich malované
modrobilé portréty a krajiny a sbirka japonskych vaz.

V mezaninu paldce a v levém kfidle a ve druhém patte se nachézeji
kancelafe pracovniku, ve druhém patfe pak soukromd rezidence
velvyslance. Ve sklepnim prostoru pravého kiidla, ktery je pfi-
stupny z hospodarského dvora, byly dfive stdje az pro 40 koni.

Zahrada

Zahrada a paldc plivodné vznikly jako jeden celek. Otevieny
vstupni prostor paldce pfechdzel do nddherné terasovité zahrady
s jezirky. Tato barokni zahrada ve francouzském stylu byla jiz
koncem 18. stol. pfeménéna v anglicky park. Zahrada, rozpro-
stirajici se pfes Petfin, patfila k nejkrasnéjsim v Praze a tésila se
po svém zpiistupnéni vefejnosti v 19. stol. velké oblibé. I dnes
je velka cast byvalé Lobkovické zahrady volné pfistupna. Dnesni
zahrada velvyslanectvi je jen malym zbytkem dfive tak nddherné
zahrady, kterou pfipominaji staré stromy jako napf. ginkgo. Pfed
plotem ve sméru k Petiinu stoji piskovcové sochy, které stdly
dfive na stfeSe paldce a byly nahrazeny kopiemi: krdl Herodes,

this day, the public has unlimited access to a large part of the former
Lobkowicz Garden. Today's Embassy garden is just a fragment of the
original extensive park. Some of the trees, including a ginkgo, survive
from this time. There are four sandstone statues in front of the fence
on the Petfin side of the garden. They originally stood on the roof
of the palace, where they have been replaced by copies. They depict
King Herod, a Turkish soldier and two Roman soldiers, symbolizing
empires that were in their time enemies of Christendom.

Since 2001 the garden has also been adorned by a rather unusual
bronze sculpture by David Cerny (*1967) called “Quo Vadis”. It takes
the form of a life-size East German Trabant car on legs, reminding us of
the events of 1989. The original from 1991 is in the Zeitgeschichtliches
Forum gallery in Leipzig. In 1989 several thousand citizens of the
German Democratic Republic climbed over the fence of the Embassy
in the hope of being able to leave for West Germany. The fence was
replaced in 2001 for security reasons.

The garden is separated from the grand courtyard at the palace
entrance by railings. The sandstone statues on the pillars portray
the Rape of Persephone and Heracles fighting Antaeus, a theme we
can also find in the painted rooms within the palace.

The Orangery

The former orangery was renovated after 1989 and now houses
offices of the Embassy. The Salla Terrena is all that survives of
the original building. As in the Domed Hall, there is also a row of
statues of Hermes.

The Facades

The north facade, facing the street, was probably designed by Alliprandi.
The pediment is decorated with the arms of the Lobkowicz and Cernin
families, surrounded by a cloak and various weapons.

The garden facade is dominated by the curve of the central part of
the building, housing the Domed Hall over two floors. The famous
“Genscher Balcony” is supported by four columns.

jeden turecky a dva fimsti vojdci maji zndzornovat fise, které
byly ve své dobé neptateli kiestanstvi.

Udalosti z roku 1989 ptipomina skulptura Davida Cerného (*1967)
,Quo Vadis®, trabant na ¢tyfech nohou. Bronzovy odlitek stoji
v zahradé od roku 2001. Origindl dila vytvofeného v roce 1991
je ulozen ve sbirce Féra soucasnych déjin v Lipsku. Plot, pies néjz
pielézali v roce 1989 obcané NDR, byl po roce 2001 nahrazen
z bezpec¢nostnich diivodt plotem vyS$s$im.

Mfizovym plotem je od zahrady oddélen ¢estny dvir. Piskovcové
sochy na sloupcich znadzoriiuji inos Persefony Hadem a zépas
Hérakla s Antaiem. Tento souboj je zndzornén i ve freskovych
sdlech.

Oranzérie
V byvalé oranZzérii, renovované po roce 1989, jsou dnes kance-
lafe velvyslanectvi. Salla terrena je jedinou zachovanou origindlni

¢asti byvalé oranzérie. Stejné jako ve slavnostnim kupolovém sdle
dominuje i zde pas hermovek.

Fasady

Severni fasdda Lobkovického paldce smétujici do ulice je pravdé-
podobné dilem architekta Alliprandiho. V tympanonu jsou vyobra-
zeny rodové znaky rodiny Lobkovicti a Cerninti, pozadi tvori plast
obklopeny zbranémi a dély.

Zahradnimu praceli dominuje ovalny rizalit, v némz se pres dvé
patra rozprostiréd slavnostni kupolovy sal. Ctyfi sloupy podpiraji
znémy ,Genschertv balkon®.



